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Every Kingdoni Divided againſt its el, is brought to 
Deſolation, Matt. xii. 25. 

They that Refiſt ſhall receive to them, ſelves Damnation, 

Rom. xiii. 2. 

And They who ſay, Let us do Evil that Good may come 

of it, Their Damnation is juſt, Rom. iii. 8. 
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As | 
ADDRESS, G. 
GENTLEMEN , _. 
Cannot but be very deeply affected, as of- 

ten as I conſider how miſerably the People 

of England have of late Years been abuſed 

and impoſed on by the wicked Devices of 

of the Common Enemy, both of our Religion 
and our Country. More eſpecially when I ob- 
ſerve what fly and artful Suggeſtions have been 
uſed to raiſe an ill Opinion thro? the Kingdom, of 
all thoſewho have been zealous for the Proteſtant 
Religion and the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the Illuſtri- 


ous Houſe of Hanover. We are many of us ſo 


craftily blinded and infatuated, as not to ſee that 
the Pretender was what theſe People had all the 
while at Heart. But now, Gop knows, the ſad 
Scene is open, and their wicked Deſigns are made 
manifeſt by an actual Rebellion for the Pretender's 
| Sake and Cauſe, And yet do they manage their Delu- 
ſions with ſuch dexterous Skill and Application, that 
the Deluded People are pleaſed with their Inchant- 
ments, and have no Inclination to be undeceived; 
but are ready to ruſh into the Battle with Rebels 
and Murderers; to turn our pleaſant Land into a 
Field of Blood, and to lay their Country Waſte 
with Fire, and Sword, and Plunder, rather than 
be made ſenſible that they may be Safe and Hap- 
Py at a cheaper rate. Was ever wretched Na- 
W | tion 


tion ſo bewitch'd? By what Myſterious Artifice 

have we been brought into this unaccountable 
Blindneſs and Diſtraction ? After the moſt glori- 
ous Succeſſes that almoſt ever any Nation was bleſ- 
ſed with in a War of five or {ix and Twenty 
Years, in which our Enemies with all their Power 
could not prevail againſt us: muſt we at laſt be 
made to lay poor Exgland deſolate with our own 
Hands? Good God! What do we do? Or who 
have been the Means and Inſtruments of bring- 
ing all this Evil upon us? 1 
I will ſnew you plainly to whom all theſe Evils 
are to be imputed. Iwill lay open the Springs of 
all this Miſchief, that you may ſee the Emptineſs 
and Folly of thoſe Pretences by which you are 
impoſed on. Lou owe all this Calamity to the Pa- 
piſts, and to Thoſe, who by adhering to them, 
have been too ſerviceable to their Deſigns. And 
'one of the firſt Steps they have taken herein, has 
been by a filly, ſenſeleſs, erroneous Notion, to 
poiſon your Principles, and enſnare your Conſci- 
ences ; I mean that of « Divine Indefeaſible Here- 
ditary Right. It is a mere Popiſh Invention, ſet 
up on purpoſe to bring you into an ill Opinion of 
the Revolution, and of all the Laws and Eſtabliſh- 
ments of your Country from that Time to this, 
whereby you have been ſo long preſerved from 
Deſtruction: And to allure you into a Belief, that 
no Body but the Popiſh Pretender can be that King, 
whom you in Conſcience are bound to obey. 
This is the firſt Snare upon you. And yet I need 
ſay no more to let you ſee how ridiculous and 
fooliſh a Principle this. is, than to tell you, That 
there is not this Pay any one King in all the 
r World 
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World who can make good his Title to his Crown 
by this Principle. Pray defire the Perſons who 
talk of this, to tell you plainly whether Philip the 

Vth, King of Spain, is King by an Indefeaſable 
Hereditary Right ? Or did the Duke of Savoy ob- 
tain the Kingdom of Sicily bya Divine Indefeaſa- 

ble Hereditary Right ? No, nothing like it. What 

a filly, ſtupid, unthinking People then are we, 
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to ſuffer our Judgments to be poiſoned, and our 
Conſciences to be enſnared, by a fooliſh ſenſeleſs 
Notion, which Papiſts themſelves, who plead for 
it, ſhew by their Practice, that they neither be- 
lieve it, nor regard it; but when it ſerves their 
Turn, to do Miſchief by it. | 

But what is all this to the Pretender, unleſs it | 
were certainly known Whoſe Son he was? Sup» | 
poſe that King James IPs Queen might be with 
Child, and bring forth a Son; alrho? both theſe 
were much ſuſpected, yet there is Reaſon to be- 
lieve, that the firſt Child, whom they ſet up as 
Prince of Wales, ſoon died; and after him a ſe- 
cond ; and ftill a new one was ready to fill the 
Place of the Deceaſed. 

It is true, that Intrigues of this Nature are ma- 
naged with too much Secrecy to be capable of a 
demonſtrative legal Proof. But many Perſons of 

great Integrity, who were then in or about the 
Court, diſcovered {ſuch a Change of Faces, ſuch 
ſurprized Countenances, and ſuch ſudden Lamen- 
tations, as ſpeedily ſtifled and huſh'd up again; 
with now and then an unlucky Word let fall in 
their Surprize and Grief: as made it very plain 
What Game they were then playing, and what a 
Cheat they were contriving to put upon the Na- 
PTY | | tion. 
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tion. And what a ſad Condition is the poor Na- 
tion brought into, to be drawn into Rebellion, 
into Civil War, into Butchering and Plundering, 
and Ruining one another with Fireand Sword for 
the Pretender; when at laſt we do not certainly 
know either what Father begot him, or of what 
Mother he was born + 
But let all that paſs, and ſuppoſe him to be 
whoſe Son you will; that 1s nothing at all to us 
now. We are Engliſbmen, who have the Happi- 
neſs to be born and to live under a Legal Govern- 
ment, and a well Eſtabliſhed Conſtitution. And 
in this our happy Ifland, happy we might be above 
all the World, if we would not by Diviſions de- 
ftroy our own Felicity ; in this Land, I fay, the 
States of the Realm in all doubtful Caſes deter- 
mine for us by the Laws which they make, and 
the Eftabliſhments which they ſettle by Act of 
Parliament. Theſe Legal Eſtabliſhments are our 
Guide, and the Laws of the Land are the Rale of 
our Obedience, which in all ſuch Caſes we are in 
Conſcience bond to walk by, While we conſcienti · 
ouſly keep cloſe to theſe, we ſhall be alway Inno- 
cent and Safe, let the Papijts advance what new 
Principles they pleaſe. But it we act contrary to the 
eſtabliſhed Laws and Ordinances of our Country ; 
in any Caſe where they are not evidently contrary 
to the Laws of Gop; we thereby act contrary to 
the Obligations of our Conſcience, and offend both 
Gop and Man. Now, by theſe Laws King 
GEORGE is our only lawful and rightful King. 
You all know, that when the late King James, 
and his Queen, by attempting to deſtroy our Con- 
ſtitution, and to bring in Popery and Slavery upon 
e Udz 


us, had brought themſelves into ſuch Difficulties, 
that they choſe rather to run away and leave the 
Throne vacant, than to compoſe Matters with 
their People for their Security; they were plea- 
Ted alſo to take the Pretender along with them, 

and to leave the Nation, as far as in them lay, de- 
ſtitute of Government. What could the Nation 
in ſuch a Caſe do, but by the States of the Realm, 
provide for their own Safety, by ſettling the 
Crown on the Heads of thoſe that were next in 
Courſe, and likely to anſwer the Ends of Govern- 
ment and to Protect us. This is a Power Natural 
and Eſſential to all the Nations thro? the Univerſe. 
By this Power the Crown was ſettled on the Heads 
of King WILLIAM and Queen MAR; and after 
their Deceaſe, on Queen Ax NE. And hereby 
they all, in their appointed Order, according to 
the ſaid Eſtabliſhment, became our Rightful and 
Lawfal Princes; They were each of them acknow- 


3 ledged as ſuch, and ſworn to as ſuch, and ruled 
cover us as ſuch; and, Queen ANNE eſpecially, 


was cheerfully obey'd by all our People. And 
the ſtricteſt of all our Divines, a very few Nonju- 


rors excepted, pleaded for a Conſcientious Obedi- 


ence to her, to ſo high a degree, as to condemn 
all manner of Reſiſtance, as ſinful to Damnation. 
Do but conſider then, and reflect, that the 

ſame Power and Authority which ſettled the 
Crown on the Head of Queen Ax xx, has provid- 


— 


ed, that, upon Her Deceaſe, it ſhould deſcend to 


King Geoxex, as the next Heir in the Proteſtant 


Line. Hereby He is as much our Righful and 
Lamful Ring, as Queen ANNE was our Rightful 
and Lawful Queen. And the ſame Obedience, 
Bk. "= | duti- 
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dutifol AfeQion and Loyalty, which for Copſcis | 


encæ- ſake were heretofore due to the Qaeen, are 
now, by the ſatne Laws of the Land, and by the 
ſame Obligations of Conſciente, due to Ring GEORGE. 
And therefore I would deſire all thofe, who talk- 
ed ſo much of Paſſive Obedience then, and repre- 
ſented all Reſiſtance as a Sin unto Damnation, to 
tell you plainly how you can eſcape that ſame 
Damnation, if you rebel againſt King GRORGE? 


He is as much our Riehrful and Lamful Ring, as 


She was our Rightful and Lamful Queen: becauſe 


They were both placed on the Throne by the fame KF 
Law, and the ſame Eſtabliſhment. And if that 


ſimple Notion of a Divine Indefeaſable Hereditary 
Right, which was always pleaded in Favour of the 
Pretender, had had any real Force in it on his Ac- 
count, it ought to have excluded Queen ANNE as 
much as the preſent King. Their Caſes are both 
alike, and their Title to the Throne are equally 
founded on the Laws and Legal Eſtabliſhments of 
their Country, Whoever therefore would have 
been afraid of being damn'd for Rebelling againſt 
the Queen, I am ſure has as much Reaſon to be 
afraid of being damn'd by Rebelling againſt ing 


GEORGE. 


The Truth of what I now allege, is the fame 


thar almoſt every one of the King's SubjeQs is 
bound to acknowledge, upon Oath ; and to call 
Go to Witneſs upon his Soul, that he deals faith- 


' © fully and ſincerely in ſuch his Acknowledgment }! 
and Declaration. And what can effectually damn 
a Man's Soul, and fink it down to the loweft Pit 
of Hell, if this will not? To make a facred and 
ſolemn Declaration before Gop of the King's 
| >. 7 ns 
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 Lavful and Rigbiful Title to the Throne; and 


then with Perjury in Mouth and Heart, to curſe, 
and revile, and rebel againſt him? What can be 
more damnable in the Sight both of Gop and 
Man? b eee e, 

I know ſome would endeavour to excuſe the 
Guilt of this Perjary, by charging it on the Srve- 
rity of thoſe who impoſe it, and oolige Men to 
Swear or 'Starve. But ſure every Body ſees the 


Weakneſs and Folly of this Excuſe; it is as good 


in the Mouth of a Thief and a Robber, when he 


tells you he muſt either Steal or Starve ; or of a 


Maurtherer, that he muſt either i or be hang d. 


r fc at be, hs 


Such Pretences will be of no Force to excuſe you 
before Gov, however ſubtilly they may be tug- 
geſted by deceitful Men; God is not thus to be 
trifled with : And therefore, good People, do not 
hazard your Salvation by ſuch weak Excuſes. 


If you fay I am Preaching, I muſt own it is 
2 ſomething like it; for I am anſwering the crafty 
& Inſinuations of thoſe, who by weakening King 


GEORGE's Title to ſet up the Pretenders, would 
make Rebellion their Duty, and lead you into a 
Civil-War for Conſcience-ſake. Whereas it is a 
molt heinous Sin againft Gop; and thole wo 


Reſiſt this King's Authority, do as certainly run 


into the danger of being damn d in the next World, 


as of being hang' d in this. 


In ſhort, it is ſo apparent, upon theſe Conſide- 
rations, that King GEORGE is our only Rid HT FUN 
AND LAWFUL KinG, whom we are in Dan and 
Conſcience bound to obey, under the Penalty of 
everlaſting Damnation, and that the Pretender 
neither has, nor can have any Right or Title to 

— theſe 


theſe Kingdoms, becauſe the States of the Realm 


and the Laws of our Country have diſowned 
him; that knowing and underſtanding Perſons 


are aſhamed of this Pretence; and think it better 


to declare, that their Diſſatisfaction is not againſt 
the King, but againſt his Miniſtry, To theſe I need 
give no other Anſwer than this, That about five 


Years ago, when Queen ANNE was turning out 
this very Miniſtry, under whoſe Conduct ſhe | 
had reigned ſo gloriouſly, and been bleſſed with | 


ſuch aſtoniſhing Succeſſes, it was then thought a 


reaſonable Thing that the Queen ſhould be at Li- 

berty to chuſe what Miniſters ſhe pleaſed. If 

that was a ood Reaſon then, methinks it muſt JF: 
ame Eorce ſtill; for why ſhould not 


be of the 


King GORE pleaſe himſelf in his own Miniſters 
and Servants, as well as the Queen did in hers ? 


Beſides, what did the Queen get by that laſt | 
Miniſtry ? Was the latter Part of her Reign 
more bleſſed or more glorious than the former, 


by their Managements? Was our Power greater, 


or our Trade increaſed ? Quite the contrary. Our 
Friends, whom we had betray'd, hated us, and 


thoſe whom we ſaved from Ruin, cheated and 


deſpiſed us, and conſpired againſt us; and the 


poor Queen at laſt was ſo haraſſed, and vexed, 
and tormented with their diſtracted Counſels and | 


inconſiſtent Meaſures, that in the Judgment of 


moſt People, it broke her Heart. And is it not a 
wiſe thing indeed, to fall out and cut one an- 
others Throats for the Sake of ſuch a Miniſtry, 
who had little or no Regard either to their Queen | 


ar Country? 3 For: 
But, ſay ſome, the Church is in Danger. This 


16 


a. ww RO TH =O” RT Don 


is 2 mighty Cry indeed, and has frighter'd a 
great many unwary, unthinking People out of 
their Senſes. For that they have in a great Mea- 


ſure loſt their Senſes, who ſuffer this Complaint 
to make any deep Impreſſion on them, will I 
think be very plain to every one, who conſiders 
well theſe two Things : 1. What Evidences or 
Appearances there are of any Danger to the 
Church. 2. What better Security thoſe who 


now complain, can have of its Security under 


the Pretender. 
1. What Evidences are there of any Dangers? 
Has not the Church all the Security that it can have 


by the beſt and ſtrongeſt Laws that can be made 
in its Defence? Can any but thoſe only, who 


Live in Communion with the Eſtabliſhed Church 
of England, hold any Place in the Government ? 
No, not one. Is not the Bill againſt Occaſional 


Conformity, ſo much longed for, now paſſed 
into an Effectual Law? By which Law, who. 
ever takes any Office of Profit or Truſt in tlie 

Government, muſt live in the conſtant Commu- 


nion of the Church of England, and cannot return 
to a Conventicle, withont a large Penalty by 
Fine and Forfeiture of that Place, and an Incapa- 
city to hold any other ? What would we have ? 
What more can be wiſhed for, or deſired to ſe- 
cure to us our Religion and our Church, than the 
Laws of the Land have already provided in its 
Defence? Would you have a Law to Eſtabliſh 
Perſecution and Cruelty, and the ruining one an- 


other with Fines and Impriſonments for Cohſci- 


ence ſake, and the Church's Preſervation ?' Yes, 
I know very well, that thoſe in whom the Spi- 
Fr ; 2 MM rit 
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rit of Popery rules, would have this. Becauſe 


the wider the Breach is between the Church of 
England and the Diſſenters, the weaker our Church 


muſt be. And they know very well, that nothing | 


will more effeQually widen that Breach, than Per- 
ſecution ; Nothing will better heal it, than a 
predent Toleration, and Chriſtian Forbearance 
of one another in Love. oft 21 

I mult then, upon a View of all this conclude, 
that there 1s nothing wanting for the Defence 
and Security of the Church, that wiſe and good 
Laws can provide; that nothing is to be deſired 


jor its Preſervation, but that the Authority of 


thoſe Laws ſhould be kept up; and that the 
Church can be in no real Danger, ſo long as our 
Legal Conſtitution, and thoſe Laws are neither 
repealed nor diſpenſed with. So long then as 
nothing of this kind is either done, or attempted 
to be done; for Gop's fake, what Danger can 
the Church be in? Has not the King given all 
the ſolemn and repeated Ailurances that a wiſe 
and good King can give, that he will keep theſe 
Laws, and preſerve the Conſtitution both in 
Church and State? Has he not readily and chear- 


fully come into every thing that the Nation has 


by OY 
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propoſed to him for the Advantage of the Church? h 


Has he not conſented to give a Tax for above fifty 
Thouſand Pound for the Maintenance of the Mi- 


niſters of the New Churches? Has he not on all 


ccalions, expreſsd a peculiar Regard to the Cler- | 
gy of this Church? Has he not out of his own Re- 


venue given lately to the Univerſity of Cambridge, 
one of the fineſt Collections of Books that this 


Age has gathered together, to the value of 6000 JI. 


What 
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What Teſtimonies can be given of great Regard 
to the Church and Clergy, if theſe are not ſuf- 
ficient ?. What Appearance then is there of Dan- 
ger to the Church? Some, who ſtudy to be as 
malicious as they can, would tell you, that he may 


a change his Mind, and that you have no more for 
ce the Security of the Church under King GEORGE, 
but his bare Word to keep and preſerve thoſe 
le, Laws. Well, be it ſo; let us then conſider, 
ce 2. What Security you have of the Church's 
dd Safety under the Pretender, if he were to come 


2d 3} here, which Gop forbid? Pray what Security 
of can he poſſibly give you, better than his Word? 


he. } Conſider it ſeriouſly, Gentlemen, did ever Peo- 
ur ple upon Earth act ſo madly, or ſhew themſelves 
er ſo void of common Reaſon? You call yourſelves 
as Y Proteſtants, and yet think your Charch and your 
ed Holy Religion ſafer under the Promiſe and Govern- 
an ment of a Popiſh Bigotted Pretender, than under a 
all prudent Proteſtant King. How come you to be 
ſe ſo ridiculouſly impoſed on? Surely after ait your 
le Cry and Clamour, you have nothing of that hear- 
in ty Concern for your Religion and your Church 
ir- that you pretend to. If you had, you could not 
as with ſo much Unconcernedneſs expoſe them to 
h? & fo much real Danger, while you pretend to be a- 
ty = fraid of Danger. : 

i-“ Conſider, I pray, the different Religion and 
all J Principles, and in them, I may truly ſay, the diffe- 
r- rent Inclinations of theſe two Perſons: As Ours is 
e- a Proteſtant Reformed Church, ſo the King is a 
ge, Proteſtant ; a Prince of our own Communion, who 


lis has no publick Worſhip but according to the 
J. Church of Exgland, and is a frequent Attendant 


upon 
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upon that. What Temptation then can ſuch a 
King lie under to deſtroy the Church ? How can 


he fail of having a good Inclination to preſerve 


it, when his Religion teaches him, and it is both 
his Intereſt and Duty ſo to do. _ 

On the other Hand, the Pretender is a profeſ- 
ſed Papiſt, bred up from his Cradle in Biggotry, 


Superſtition and Idolatry ; and as at this Time it 
is his Intereſt to allure you with fair Promiſes, ſo 


when he has ſerved his Turn by thus abuſing 
you, he will think it his Duty to break thoſe Pro- 


' Miſes. For that Religion tells Men plainly, that 


Faith is not to be kept with Hereticks : The Papiſts 
call all us Proteſtants Hereticks, and they tell all 
their Kings and Princes, that it is their Duty to ex- 


Tirpate Hereſy, that is, to deſtroy Proteſtants by 


the moſt cruel Perſecutions, This made Queen 
Mary, notwithſtanding all her Promiſes, to put 
ſuch a large Number of pious Proteſtant, to 
Death by burning of them. King James II. tho? 
he made as ſolemn Promiſes to preſerve the 
Church, as could be, yet he was coming apace to 
the ſame Cruelty, if Gop had not prevented him. 
And why ſhould not the Pretender too, after all 
his alluring fine Speeches, do the ſame thing if he | 
had it in his Power? And what poor Comfort or 
Satisfaction would it be to you, when ye ſhould 


live to ſee all this Miſery come upon you, only 


to cry out at laſt, Who would have thoughtit £ Pray 
Gentlemen, who but Madmen would not ex- 
pect it from a Popiſh Rebellion and a Popiſh Govern- 


ment? I call this a Popiſh Rebellion, becauſe there 


are found of late ſeveral great Papiſts at the Head 


of it ; this Popiſh Lord, and the other Pop;ſh Lord 
"3 1.1 in 
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in one Part, and ſuch and ſuch a Popiſh Gentle- 


man in others; enough to convince all the World, 
that Popery is the thing deſigned, and that what- 
ever the Cant may be, no Good can come to the 
Church of Eugland by it; nothing but Ruin and 
final Extirpation. OO 

It is this that makes it ſo fooliſh and ſhameful, 
and ſcandalous a Thing, that Numbers of thoſe, 


who would be particularly diſtinguiſhed as zeal- 


ous Churchmen, High Churchmen, ſhould be 
found concern'd in this wicked and damnable 
Rebellion. T am ſure, the DoQtrines of our Church 
teach no ſuch Practices. And therefore if we 


have an hearty Zeal for the Church indeed, we 
| ſhould ſhew it by our earneſt Endeavours to take 


off the Scandal of this Rebellion from that Church 
which has hitherto boaſted and gloried ſo much 


in Loyalty and Allegiance. If this be a Rebellian 
for the Church of England's Sake, it will be cal- 
. led the Church of England Rebellion: And what 


then becomes of all our fine Pretences of Von- 
Reſiſtance and Paſſive-Obedience ? Let us ſhew 
ourſelves zealous to aſſert the ancient Glory of 


the Church of England, not by Diſputes alone, but 


by Practiſing a Religious Obedience to the King, 
whom we have owned and {worn to obey, 

The Gentlemen of the Clergy are particularly 
concern'd in this Advice. For if they, many 
of whom preached little elfe but Politics four or 
five Years ago, be wholly ſilent on this ſad oc- 
eaſion: who will not take up the Proverb againſt 
them, that Silence gives Conſent ? In truth how 
can many of them clear themſelves of this Im- 
putation ? The King, as I ſaid before, has — 

| miſed 
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Have forſaken me. 


I 


miſed a conſtant Regard to the Clergy. 
then it is reaſonable for him to expect that they 
ſhould ſhew a Dutiful and Thankful Regard 
to Him by Preaching againſt Rebellion, at a 
time when ſuch Preaching is both Seaſonable 
and neceſſary. And if their neglect of ſo im- 
portant a Duty ſhould: provoke his Majeſty, 


and cool him in his Affection and Eſteem for 


them, certainly they muſt blame theniſelves ; 


and the King may juſtly appeal thus to God and 


to the World; I have not forſaken them, but they 
And their Behaviour, in this 
Reſpect, is the more blameable, by reaſon of 
the Influence which they have to rectify the 
miſtaken Notions, and to ſet ſtreight the Judg- 
ments of a deluded and abuſed People. 


When Men find themſelves preſs'd cloſe with 


theſe ſtrong Conſiderations, which can admit of no 


direct Reply, their common Method is to turn their 


Diſcourſe againſt Diſſenters, and to complain and 
repreſent it as a mighty Grievance, that the Diſ- 
ſenters are too much in favour and requeſt, and 


this they would make an Argument of Danger. 
Gentlemen, weigh this Argument well; but 


then take in this Conſidertion along with you, 
and you will ſee that there is nothing in it. 


The Diſſenters, as has been ſhewn already, can 


by the Laws of the Land, hold no Places of 
Power in the Government, but they muſt come 


over to us, and live in the conſtant Communion 


of our Church, and ſo can do us no harm. And 
as to any other common Civilities and Reſpects 


ſhewn them, they are not only agrecable to the 


Laws and charitable Temper of our Chriſtian Re- 
| ligion, 


But 
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ligion, as our Brethren and Fellow Chriſtians, and 
Proteſtants; but it is what their Intereſt in, and 
Aſſiſtance to the Government has deſerved. Pray 
tell me, if any of your Houſes were on fire, would 
you rather let them burn on to their utter Ruin, 


than let them be put out by Diſſenters? Or when 
they have done you ſo ſignal a Service this Way, 


would you buffet them, and kick them about the 
Streets in requital of that Service? Certainly you 
could not be fo barbarous and inhumane. 

This is juſt the Caſe with reſpect to the Go- 
vernment and the Diſſenters. We were juſt up- 
on the Brink of utter Ruin, and had been all un- 
done by Popery and Arbritary, Tyrannical Govera- 
ment, had not Goo wondertully preſerved us by 


the late Revolution. Too many among ourſelves 
| Who were as impatient and uneaſy under King 


James his Government, as any Body elſe, were 


yet no ſooner preferved by the Revolution, but 
like the I/raelites of old, they immediately mur- 


& mured, and railed at it, and baſely reviled King 


WILLIAM, who, under Gop, was our great De- 


| Iiverer. But the Diſſenters to a Man were true 


to it, and zealous for it, and without their Aſſiſt- 
ance it could not have been maintained. And 


for this they are hated and curſed heartily by all 


the Pretender's zealous Friends. When on the 


of Hanover, and by thoſe Laws, it is now de- 
volved on the Head of our moſt gracious Sove- 
reign, King GEORGE; the Diſſenters Carriage 


has ſtill been the fame: T hey have been hearty 


C and 


- commons — 
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and zealous to defend this Government, and to 
keep out the Pretender, with the Popery and Sla- 


very that he muſt inevitably bring along with 


him. For this they are hated moſt implacably, 
and the hotteſt Wrath is poured out againſt them, 
as Perſons without whom the Pretender could not 
have been effectually kept from deſtroying us. 


Upon this Account there was a Project talked of, 
to take away their Votes in electing Members of Parlia- 
ment, that thereby ſuch Members might be cho- | 


ſen, as would favour the Popiſh Pretender more. 
This is the Reaſon of ſuch inveterate Malice a- 


gainſt them. The Truth of this is too manifeſt, 
from the Experience and Practice of this very | 
Year; the 'Tumults and Riots, begun with | 


pretended Zeal againſt Diſſenters, and their Rage 


fell at laſt upon their Meeting-Houſes, altho? the 
Maſs-Houſes were ſpared : But now the Scene is | 
open, it is manifeſt, that all the Zeal and Heat 
which at firſt ſhew'd itſelf againſt Biſſenters, ap- 
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pears viſibly in a damnable Rebellion in favour of 
the Pretender and Popery, And what ſhall we do 
now as to the Diſſenters? Shall we give them 
up to be perſecuted and devoured by theſe wicked 


Men ? Shall we not rather ſcreen them from Per- 
ſecution and Ruin, by whoſe Aſſiſtance we our- 
ſelves have been prelerved? This is the true Rea- Mg 
ſon and Principle of the Regard which is ſhewed h. 
to Diſſenters; it is a Chrittian Reaſon, for we MA 
ought in Gratitude and Conſcience to defend thoſe Fq 
who have ſo conſtantly affiſted us; and it is a b. 

w 

O 


wiſe Reaſon, for in protecting them we ſtrengthen 


and ſupport ourſelves, againſt an Enemy, for | 
whom we are too weak alone. And therefore 
if 
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if we will talk rationally of the Danger of the 
Church, it lies here, in loſing ſo conſiderable a 
h Strength, which is alway ready to help us, when 
y, any Danger threatens us, againſt the Common 
n, Enemy. 1 
ot It is very true, T own it, that if the Church of 
Is. England would all unite with Zeal againſt the 
f, Common Enemy, the Pretender, and his Popiſh 
4s © and other Adherents, we ſhould, under Goo, 
o- be the more Formidable, and want the leſs of any 
e. | ſuch Aſſiſtance: But it has been our very great 
a- x Misfortune, that the Enemy has found out Means 
ſt, to divide us; and the profound Silence of one 
ry Party on this. Occaſion, is too plain and too de- 
a plorable a Proof how little Zeal they have for a 
ge If Proteſtant King and a Proteſtant Government. 


he And therefore it is both wiſe and neceſſary to 
# ſtrengthen ourſelves by a kind Uſage of the Prote- 
eat ſtant Diſſenters. _ * 
3 Some would tell us, that the King might have 
of prevented all the Difficulty he meets with, by 


continuing a Tory Miniſtry. 


I have theſe Rea- 
ſons to be of a contrary Opinion: The Whizs, 
who were always zealous for the King and his In- 


© tereſt, when the other Party, to ſpeak the moſt 
- Fmodeitly of them, treated him with Coolneſs and 


great Neglect, muſt needs have reſented it to 
have been rejected, as ſome ſaid they would be. 
we And there is ſo much Ingratitude, as well as Ini- 


ofe Yquity and Folly in forſaking our Friends, to em- 


brace our Enemies; that it never has ſucceeded 

well, in Reaſon it never ſhould, and I am of 

Opinion it never will. | 
Beſides, the King by a Tory Mſiniſiry muſt have 
C- 2 | fall n 
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fall'n into Tory Councils, by treading in the ſame 


miſtaken Steps with the late Queen in her latter 


End ; he muſt have looked for the ſame Succeſs, to 


have loſt all Intereſt and Influence abroad, to have 


broken his Meaſures, and if poſſible his Heart. 
However, we learn from this Plea, that the 
true Reaſon of this Rebellion, with moſt Men, is 
for Places and Employments ; And what can be | 
more ſinful or damnable? And what pity is it | 


that the poor deluded People ſhould be made 


Tools to a few great Mens Covetouſneſs and Am- 
bition, at the Expence of their Eſtates, and 
Blood, and Souls? 09; Hon 

Gentlemen, there is one Thing more which I | 
muſt mention, becauſe the Diſaffected lay a great 
Streſs upon it, altho' in itſelf very ſenſeleſs and ri- 
diculous; that the King has already broken the 
Conſtitution in governing by a ſtanding Army. 
What do theſe Men mean? To raiſe an Army 


without a Parliament in the time of perfect Peace, 
without any Appearance of Danger, may be li- 


able to ſuch a Charge. But, when a Nation is | 
threatned with a formidable Invaſion from abroad, 
and a dangerous Rebellion juſt ready to break out 


in the Bowels of our Country in ſeveral Places, 


to raiſe an Army with the Conſent and Authori- 
ty of Parliament, to oppoſe ſuch an Invaſion, 
and to prevent or quell ſuch Rebellion; this ſure 
is the firſt time that ever ſuch an Army was called 
a Breach of the C onſtitution. Muſt that be call'd a 3 
Violation of the Government, which is become in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary to ſupport it? What do theſe 
Men mean? Would they have us lie ſtill with our 
Arms folded, and our Eyes ſhut, inſenſible of Dan- 


gel, 


Chriſtians, and as Proteſtants. 


ger, and unprovided againſt it, that we may be ſwal⸗ * 
lowed up without any Difficulty or Trouble? I 


know not what Influence ſuch ridiculous Stuff may 
have on the Minds of thoſe credulous and ignorant 
People, whom they have hitherto ſo groſly cheat- 
ed and abuſed with their Lies: but Iam comfort- 
ed to find that the King and his Parliament are 
wiſer than to be impoſed on. The Troops they 
have raiſed, are neceſſary to defend us; and they 


are the Sapport, not the Breach of our Conſt itation: 


And now, Gentlemen, in the Force of theſe Con- 
ſiderations, give me Leave to addreſs myſelf to 
you with a great deal of hearty Sincerity and Love, 
under this Threefold Capacity; as Engliſhmen, as 


As Exgliſhmen, our Happineſs and Security, un- 
der GoD, depends on the Excellexcy of our Conſti- 
tution, and a due Regard to our wife Laws and Le- 
gal Eſtabliſhments. Theſe are, under Gov, the 


Defence of our Religion, Lives, Liberties and 
> Eſtates, and of all that is dear to us in this World. 


Theſe we ought therefore zealouſly to Supportand 


to Maintain to the utmoſt of our Power; theſe 


are the Foundation of the King's Title to his 


| Throne, and of the Peoples to their Property : 


And whenever you are ſeduced and allured by any 


falſe Notions of a Divine Right to give up theſe, 


you immediately become Slaves and Bondſmen. 
By the Authority of theſe Laws, King GEORGE 
is our only Rightful and Lamful King, whom we 


are bound for Conſcience- ſake to obey; and the 


Pretender has no more Right to the Crown of 


Great-Britain, than you or I have. 


As. Chriſtians Remember, that by the Laws of 
Pant — __—— 
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SGop you are bound to Obey them that are in 
Authority over you. That you are bound to do 
this, not only thro? fear of being Hang'd if you 
ſhall Rebel: but as you will anſwer the con- 
trary to Gop at the Solemn Judgment of the 
laſt great Day. All that you have ever heard 
Preached as to the Sacred Obligations of Non- 
Reſiſtance and Paſſive-Obedience, and Religi- i 
ous Loyalty to Princes is undoubtedly true, of | 
a Lawful Prince exerciſing a Lawful Authority. } 
All Parties grant this without diſpute. As there- | 
fore King GEORGE is that lawful Prince, whom 
we have Sworn before Gop that we ought toObey it | 


ds 1 2 1 


and will Obey : let us dread this Rebellion and 
Perjury as we dread the Flamesof Hell. For they : 
that thus Reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation. 
Again, Conſider yourſelves as Proteſtants of | 
the Church of Exolana, and let not the Church {© 
ever be guilty of the Folly and Madneſs to | 
throw her Children into the Paws of a Lion 
or a Bear for their Preſervation. And yet to 
truſt a Proteftant Church, and eſpecially fuch a 
Bulwark to the Proteſtant Religion as this Church 
of England is, to the Power of a Popiſh Pretender, 
brought in by a Popiſh and Jacobite Rebellion, | 
is doing juſt the very ſame thing. Their Reli- 
gion, as diſtinguiſh'd from other Chriſtians, is 
all Idolatry, Superſtition, Tyranny, Uanrelent- | 
ing Cruelty, Perſecution, and a Lie. It breaths 
Barbarity, it inſpires Wrath and Rage without 
Compaſſion; it is ſupported by Believing aud Ma- 
king 4 Lie, Let us Reflect, who has fill'd the 
Kingdom full of Lies and Slander; who is the 
Man that has ſent ſo many vile News-Letters 
1 thro? 
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| thro? the Land, and to the Univerſities in par- 


ticular, ſtuff' d with malitious Forgeries and 
Scandal againft the King's Royal Perſon, Family 


and Government? It is known to have been 


George Dormer. Dormer*s Letters diſperſed the 
Scandal and infuſed the Poiſon. Look then in- 


to the Gazette of Saturday, Octob. 22. there you 
| will find George Dormer to have confeſs'd him- 


ſelf to be a Papiſt. We are apparently Bewitch- 
ed, but who has Bewitched us? We cry out, 
the Church, the Church, and are ſo wretchedly 
cheated as to ſerve only the Church of Rome 


thereby. Have we gotten the Beads and Maſs- 


Book ready? If not, why will we be the filly 


'Tools of thoſe with whom it is Meritorious to 


be cruel in deſtroying Proteſtants with Fire and 
Faggot ? Who, that has any Regard either to Gop 


or Man, would have a ſhare in this Wicked, Un- 
= pardonable Rebellion, that tendsſo viſibly to the 
utter Extirpation of the Proteſtant Religion, and 
of the Church of Ezg/aza, and to the Slavery 


and Ruin of our Country ? 

| T will mention but one thing more, and it 
is that which I deſire may be particularly taken 
Notice of. The Papiſts and Diſaffected make it 


one Charge againſt our moſt Gracious King, 
that He Governed Arbitrarily in his own Coun- 
try. Ir is true indeed, he there Ruled over a 
People, who had not as we have, a Legal Con- 


ſtitution by Acts of Parliament, but his Will 
and Commands were in a great Meaſure the 


only Rule of their Obedience. But this is ſo 


far from being any diſadvantage to his Character, 
that it is much to his Majeſty's Glory, and very 
5 — much 


much to out Comfort. - For, did He Rule over 
them as a Tyrant? No; in no wiſe? Did He 
Oppreſs and Perſecute them? No, not at all. 
Or did He Exerciſe any inhumane Cruelties to- 
wards them? No, not in the leaſt. Enquire 
of thoſe who lived under his kind and geatle 
Government, what their Condition was, and 
you will find them all to applaud their own 
Felicity. Enquire of thoſe who have Travel- 
led into that Country, and their Sorrow to part 
with him will abundantly ſhew their Love. 
And the Lamentations which they all with one 
Conſent made when He left them, will tell you 
how very Happy they thought themſelves under 
his Tender and Affectionate Care. This Hap- 
pineſs might be ours now if we would. God 
has prepared it for us, if we would but have 
the Wiſdom to receive it. What can we Wiſh 
for, or Deſire, but to have juſt ſuch a Kind, 
Gracious, Wiſe, and Loving Father of our * 
Country to take Care of us! He has Wiſdom. 
without Deceit, Clemency without Cowardice, 
Gentleneſs without Fear, Good Nature without 
Weakneſs ; Prudence, Temper, Courage and Re- 
ſolution : His Pleaſure is greateſt in the Good 
of His People; and He accounts it his greateſt 
Glory to be made, by Gop's good Providence, 
the Happy Inſtrument of our laſting Preſervation, 
and to tranſmit our invaluable Bleſſings down to 
His and our late Poſterity. We have none there- 
fore to blame but ourſelves, and to impute it to 
our own Impetuous Malice and Folly, to our 
Diſcontents, our Faction, Sedition and Rebellion, 
if we are not the ſafeſt and moſt glorious People in 
the World. F S. 


